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(57) Abstract: An optical disk ^paratus for recording/reproducing data on/from an 
optical disk of any one of a plurality of kinds, wherein actuating drive means causes 
an objective to approach an optical disk and generates focus error signals in front of 
and behind the position at which the laser beam is focused on the signal surface of the 
optical disk, and optical disk identifying means determines the thickness of the optical 
disk from the difference of wavelength between the focus error signals attributed to 
the diflference between the focus of the laser beam passing through the peripheral part 
of the objective and the focus of the laser beam passing through the central part so as 
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